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Magistrate Court Landlord and Tenant Division 

185 Central Avenue, SW 
TG400 

Atlanta, Georgia  30303 
(404) 613-5077 

M—F 8:30AM to 5:00PM 
 

The Magistrate Court Landlord and Tenant Division is 
also called the Dispossessory Division.  A  dispossessory 
is an action taken to evict a person from an apartment, 
house, condominium or room he/she is renting.  There 
are 3 grounds upon which a dispossessory may be filed: 

∗ The tenant fails to pay rent that is due. 

∗ The tenant is holding over beyond the term of the 
lease. 

∗ The tenant is at sufferance following a foreclosure 
sale. 

Filing Service Centers 

There are 3 locations in which to file your civil suits, 
which are listed below: 

Justice Center Tower 

185 Central Avenue, SW 

Atlanta, Georgia  30303 

(404) 613-5045 

 

North Fulton Service Center 

7741 Roswell Road, Room 231 

Atlanta, Georgia  30350 

(404) 613-7640 

 

South Fulton Service Center 

5600 Stonewall Tell Road, Room 213 

College Park, Georgia  30349 

(404) 612-3014 

State/Magistrate Court Garnishment Division 

185 Central Avenue, SW 
TG900 

Atlanta, Georgia  30303 
(404) 613-5030 

M—F 8:30AM to 5:00PM 
 

A garnishment is a proceeding filed against the   
employer of a debtor/defendant.  The employer is 
required to turn over to the court any money or other 
property that they may have in their possession   
belonging to the debtor/defendant.  The plaintiff 
must have a judgment against the defendant before 
a garnishment can be filed.  A judgment is valid for 
seven years.  It can be renewed every seven years by 
the plaintiff having the sheriffs or marshals attempt 
to levy on property. 

Filing Fees are as follows: 

 
∗ Garnishments with 1 Defendant & 1 Garnishee 

w/ no Service   $  242.50 

∗ Marshal Service Fee 1st Service  $ 13.00 

∗ Marshal Service Fee each additional Service     
$ 6.00 

∗ Each Additional Party $ 8.00 

∗ Additional Garnishees after original filing           
$ 25.00 

 

Magistrate Court Small Claims Division 

185 Central Avenue, SW 
TG700 

Atlanta, Georgia  30303 
(404) 613-5045 

M—F 8:30AM to 5:00PM 
 

The Magistrate Court Small Claims Division handles 
monetary claims of $15,000 or less.  The Magistrate 
Court holds an informal trial to listen to and decide 
each case.  Any person or business may be sued.  In 
the Small Claims Division there is a general          
information booklet that can be obtained to give you 
detailed informational instructions.  There are 3   
locations in which to file your civil suit, which are 
listed at the end of this brochure. 

Magistrate Court Criminal Warrants 
 

160 Pryor Street, SW 
J135 

Atlanta, Georgia  30303 
(404) 613-4752 

M—F 8:30AM to 5:00PM 

Basic Requirements for a Criminal Warrants 
 

∗ The crime has to be committed with Fulton County. 
∗ Person applying for an affidavit has to be at least 

17 years of age. 
∗ Full name, valid mailing address and description of 

person being accused. 
∗ Person applying for an affidavit must  present   

picture identification. 
∗ Estimates or receipts needed for cases involving 

damaged property. 
∗ Return receipt cards or undelivered certified  letters 

needed for cases involving insufficient funds 
checks and theft by    conversion. 

∗ Police reports may be required at the discretion of 
the Judge. 

∗ There is a $10 fee to process each application.  
Fees are NOT payable by check. 

 
Basic Requirements for an  

Abandonment Warrant 
 

∗ Custodial parent and child must be residents of 
Fulton County. 

∗ Custodial parent applying for an affidavit has to be 
at least 17 years of age. 

∗ Full name, valid mailing address and description of 
non-custodial parent. 

∗ Person applying for an affidavit must  present   
picture identification. 

∗ Custodial parent must not have received any    
monies from the non-custodial parent within the 
last 30 days. 

∗ NO FEE required to process application. 

Fulton County Justice Center Tower 
State & Magistrate Court 

Self-Help Center 
185 Central Avenue, SW 

TG 300 
Atlanta, Georgia  30303 

(404) 613-4116 
 

Website (forms): 
www.georgiacourts.org/state/fulton 



 

Mission Statement 

The Fulton County State and Magistrate 
Court Self Help Center is dedicated to 
serving the public by providing informed 
access, information, and support       
services to persons having legal matters 
in the State and Magistrate Courts of 
Fulton County. 

 

Disclaimer 

The Self-Help Center (SHC) provides  
resources to persons who have legal 
matters in the State and Magistrate 
Courts of Fulton County.  The               
information contained herein and given 
by the staff of the SHC is not intended 
as legal advice.  There is no attorney-
client privilege or confidentiality of      
information shared by a visitor and the 
SHC.  Staff must remain neutral and 
may provide information to all parties 
and are not responsible for the outcome 
of a case.    The SHC tries to keep       
information up to date, but makes no 
guarantees about the accuracy of this       
information and is not responsible for 
any consequences that may result from 
its use.  The information contained 
herein is NOT a substitute for legal    
advice.  If you are unsure whether you 
should use information in this brochure, 
speak with an attorney that is licensed 
to practice law in the State of Georgia.  

State Court Civil Division 

185 Central Avenue, SW 
TG100 

Atlanta, Georgia  30303 
(404) 613-5045 

M—F 8:30AM to 5:00PM 

 
Most State Court Civil issues can be handled in this 
office.  Some examples of State Court Civil Issues are: 

Civil Records 

Appeals 

Abandoned Motor Vehicles 

FIFA’s 

State Court Garnishments 

Foreclosures 

Distress Warrants 

Dispossessory/Landlord and Tenant 

Foreign Judgments 

This area is also where your filing fees are handled with 
the Cashier’s Office. 

Filing Fees are as follows, w/o service fees and        
additional defendants. 

Civil Suits                                                                                                                                       $242.50 

Foreign Judgments                                                                                                    $242.50 

State Court Garnishments                                                                          $242.50 

Dispossessory                                                                                                                     $242.50 

Distress Warrant                                                                                                           $242.50 

Foreclosures                                                                                                                          $203.50 

Mechanic’s Lien                                                                                                               $203.50 

 

If you have any State Court Civil questions you can call 
(404) 613-5040 and you will be directed to the        
appropriate clerk.  If you have any questions about 
filing fees and/or service fees you can call               
(404) 613-5010 for the Cashier’s Office. 

State Court Criminal Division 
 

185 Central Avenue, SW 
J150 

Atlanta, Georgia  30303 
(404) 612-5085 

M—F 8:30AM to 5:00PM 

Criminal Division Office Functions 
 
∗ State Court Criminal Misdemeanor Dispositions 
∗ Bond Forfeiture Set Asides 
∗ State All Purpose Jail Calendar 
∗ Initiate Accusations From Solicitor’s Office 
 

Frequently Asked Questions 
 
1. Where can I get an expungement packet?  
A. You must have a certified copy of your disposition from 

the Criminal Division. 
 
2. How can I get my case reset out of Bond Forfeiture or 

FTA status?  
A. You must appear in person in the Criminal Division. 
 
3. Do I need an ID to reset my case? 
A. Yes. You need to bring your valid ID with you to the   

Criminal Division. 
 
4. How do I file a pleading for my case? 
A. You must go to the Criminal Division to file your  plead-

ing. 
 
5. Where do I go to research for pending misdemeanor 

charges or warrants in State Court? 
A. You must go to the Criminal Division to   research for 

pending misdemeanor charges or warrants. 
 
6. How can I get a copy of my disposition? 
A. If it is a current case you can request a copy from the 

Criminal Division; if your case is an older case it may 
need to be ordered from archives. The 1st copy is free, 
each additional copy is .25 cents. 

 
7. How do I get a copy of an accusation or ticket? 
A. You must go to the Criminal Division for a copy of your 

ticket or accusation.  You must also go to the Criminal 
Division to have your license reinstated. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

State Court Jury Division 

185 Central Avenue, SW 
7th Floor 

Atlanta, Georgia  30303 
(404) 613-5087 

M—F 8:30AM to 5:00PM 

 
Georgia Law requires all persons summoned for jury 
duty to appear for service provided they are 18 years of 
age, a citizen of the United States and a resident of 
Fulton County. 

Any person who has committed a felony can serve   
provided their rights have been restored.  If you are in 
doubt as to whether your rights have been restored, 
you should contact the Pardons and Parole office in the 
state in which you were convicted. 

If you have any questions that have not been        
addressed and answered within your Jury Summons 
please contact the Jury Division. 

State Court Traffic Division 

185 Central Avenue, SW 
TG 600 

Atlanta, Georgia  30303 
(404) 613-5060 

M—F 8:30AM to 5:00PM 

The State Court Traffic Division handles cases that 
usually begin when a citation or ticket is written by a 
law enforcement officer.  Tickets can be issued for 
violations of traffic laws and other non-traffic offenses. 

Parking tickets that are issued within the city limits are 
NOT handled by the Traffic Division.  These matters are 
handled exclusively by the Municipal Court of Atlanta. 

Municipal Court of Atlanta 
Lenwood A. Jackson, Sr. Justice Center 

150 Garnett Street 
Atlanta, Georgia 

(404) 658-6970 or (404) 658-6940 
 

Driving Under the Influence (DUI) cases are criminal 
matters and are handled in the State Court Criminal 
Division. 

When your driver’s license has been suspended, you 
may pay your fine with the  Traffic Division.  To have 
your license reinstated you have to contact the        
Department of Driver Services. They can be contacted 
at (678) 413-8400. 


	Fulton County Justice Center Tower

	State & Magistrate Court

	Self-Help Center

	185 Central Avenue, SW

	TG 300

	Atlanta, Georgia  30303

	(404) 613-4116

	Website (forms): www.georgiacourts.org/state/fulton
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